
A/V Preservation Temperature and 
Storage Guidelines

• Colder and less humid is generally better (to a point)

• Different conditions suit different materials better

• Magnetic Tape should probably not be stored in the same environment as paper, 
wood, leather, etc., which tolerate a higher humidity

• Since photos, film, tape all have similar characteristics, they may be stored in the 
same room

• Sometimes meeting the recommended conditions is difficult to impossible

• Expensive to maintain

• Consistency is very important, avoid wide fluctuations

• Temperature and humidity may be measured and graphed using a Preservation 
Environment Monitor (PEM), or another thermometer/hygrometer
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